


SERVANT LEADERS 
UNDER JESUS 

— Acts 20:17-31 —



Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus  
and called the elders of the church to come to him.  

 — vs 17



And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know  
how I lived among you the whole time from the first day that I set foot  
in Asia, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials 

that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink 
from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in 
public and from house to house, testifying both to Jews and to Greeks 

of repentance toward God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  

 — vv 18-21



And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit, 
not knowing what will happen to me there, except that the Holy 

Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions 
await me. But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious  

to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I 
received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace  
of God. And now, behold, I know that none of you among whom  

I have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again.  

— vv 22-25



Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood of  
all, for I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.  
Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy 

Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 
he obtained with his own blood. I know that after my departure fierce 

wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among 
your own selves will arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away  

the disciples after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three 
years I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 

— vv 26-31



Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of 
the church to come to him. And when they came to him, he said 

to them…”Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the 
flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care 
for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.” 

 — Acts 20:17-18, 28



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of  
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to  
be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you… 

 — 1 Peter 5:1-2



• Ministry of the Word and prayer (Acts 6:4) 
• Ruling/leading the church (1 Timothy 5:17) 
• Managing the church (1 Timothy 3:4–5) 
• Caring for people in the church (1 Peter 5:2–5) 
• Giving account to the Lord for the church (Hebrews 13:17) 
• Living exemplary lives (Hebrews 13:7) 
• Rightly using the authority God has bestowed (Acts 20:28) 
• Teaching the Bible correctly (Ephesians 4:11; 1 Timothy 3:2) 
• Preaching (1 Timothy 5:17) 
• Praying for the sick (James 5:13–15) 
• Teaching sound doctrine and refuting false teachings (Titus 1:9) 
• Working hard (1 Thessalonians 5:12) 
• Rightly using money and power (1 Peter 5:1–3) 
• Protecting the church from false teachers (Acts 20:17–31) 
• Disciplining unrepentant Christians (Matthew 18:15–17)



PROPHET

PRIESTKING



TEACHING AND SAFEGUARDING 
1 Timothy 3:2 

1 Timothy 5:17 
Titus 1:9

SHEPHERDING AND CARE 
Acts 20:28 

1 Timothy 3:4-5 
1 Peter 5:1-2 
James 5:14

GOVERNANCE AND DIRECTION 
1 Timothy 5:17 

Titus 1:7 
1 Peter 5:2-3 

Hebrews 13:17



Therefore I testify to you this day that I am  
innocent of the blood of all, for I did not shrink from 

declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 

 — Acts 20:26-27



I know that after my departure fierce wolves will come in among 
you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves will 

arise men speaking twisted things, to draw away the disciples 
after them. Therefore be alert, remembering that for three years  
I did not cease night or day to admonish every one with tears. 

 — Acts 20:29-31



He must hold firm to the 
trustworthy word as taught, 
so that he may be able to 
give instruction in sound 

doctrine and also to rebuke 
those who contradict it.  

 — Titus 1:9

Let the elders who rule well be 
considered worthy of double 
honor, especially those who 

labor in preaching and teaching. 

 — 1 Timothy 5:17



TEACHING AND SAFEGUARDING 
1 Timothy 3:2 

1 Timothy 5:17 
Titus 1:9

SHEPHERDING AND CARE 
Acts 20:28 

1 Timothy 3:4-5 
1 Peter 5:1-2 
James 5:14

GOVERNANCE AND DIRECTION 
1 Timothy 5:17 

Titus 1:7 
1 Peter 5:2-3 

Hebrews 13:17



Pay careful attention to yourselves 
and to all the flock, in which the 

Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 
to care for the church of God, which 

he obtained with his own blood.  

 — Acts 20:28

So I exhort the elders 
among you, as a fellow 
elder and a witness of  

the sufferings of Christ,  
as well as a partaker  

in the glory that is going 
to be revealed: shepherd 

the flock of God that  
is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, 
as God would have you 

 — 1 Peter 5:1-2



Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for  
the elders of the church, and let them pray for him,  

anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. 

 — James 5:14



He must manage his 
own household well, 

with all dignity 
keeping his children 

submissive, for if 
someone does not 

know how to manage 
his own household, 

how will he care  
for God’s church? 

 — 1 Timothy 3:4-5

This is why I left you in 
Crete, so that you might 
put what remained into 

order, and appoint  
elders in every town as  

I directed you — if anyone 
is above reproach, the 

husband of one wife, and 
his children are believers 

and not open to the 
charge of debauchery  

or insubordination. 

— Titus 1:5-6



TEACHING AND SAFEGUARDING 
1 Timothy 3:2 

1 Timothy 5:17 
Titus 1:9

SHEPHERDING AND CARE 
Acts 20:28 

1 Timothy 3:4-5 
1 Peter 5:1-2 
James 5:14

GOVERNANCE AND DIRECTION 
1 Timothy 5:17 

Titus 1:7 
1 Peter 5:2-3 

Hebrews 13:17



Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the 

church of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 

— Acts 20:28



Let the elders  
who rule well  

be considered  
worthy of  

double honor, 
especially those  

who labor in 
preaching and 

teaching. 

 — 1 Timothy 5:17

For an overseer,  
as God’s steward, must be 

above reproach. 

— Titus 1:7

Obey your  
leaders and  

submit  
to them, for  

they are  
keeping  

watch over  
your souls… 

 — Hebrews 13:17



exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering 

over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 

— 1 Peter 5:2-3



In light of our time in the Scriptures…




