


To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 
with the overseers and deacons. 

 — Philippians 1:1



A MAN AFTER  
GOD’S OWN HEART 

— 1 Samuel 16; 1 Timothy 3 —



• God’s opposing of the proud and exalting of the humble 

• God’s orchestrating of His purposes despite human wickedness 

• God’s promise to someday raise up a Messianic king for His people



The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, 
since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your 
horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite,  

for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 

 — vs 1



And Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will kill 
me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and  

say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ And invite Jesse 
to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do.  

And you shall anoint for me him whom I declare to you.”  

 — vv 2-3



Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to 
Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet him trembling 
and said, “Do you come peaceably?” And he said, “Peaceably; 
I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves, 

and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse 
and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 — vv 4-5



When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought,  
“Surely the LORD’s anointed is before him.”  

 — vs 6



But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance 
or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him.  

For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.” 

 — vs 7



Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass before Samuel.  
And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one. Then Jesse 

made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 
this one.” And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. 

And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.”  

— vv 8-10



Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, 
“There remains yet the youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” 

— vs 11



And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and get him, for we will not  
sit down till he comes here.” And he sent and brought him in. 

— vv 11-12



Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was handsome. 

 — vs 12



And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”  

 — vs 12



Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed  
him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the  

LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. 

 — vs 13



For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise 
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many 

were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world  
to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame  

the strong; God chose what is low and despised in the world,  
even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are, so that  
no human being might boast in the presence of God. And because  

of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom  
from God, righteousness and sanctification and redemption,  

so that, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

 — 1 Corinthians 1:26-31



He has shown strength with his arm; 
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 
and exalted those of humble estate; 

                                               — Luke 1:51-52



The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer,  
he desires a noble task. Therefore an overseer must be above  

reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not a drunkard, not violent  

but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage his 
own household well, with all dignity keeping his children submissive,  

for if someone does not know how to manage his own household,  
how will he care for God’s church? He must not be a recent  

convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into the  
condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be well thought of by 

outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil. 

 — 1 Timothy 3:1-7



So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of 
the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going 

to be revealed: shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 
exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 

would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering 
over those in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 

 — 1 Peter 5:1-3



AFTER GOD’S OWN HEART




