


“Luke’s story is famous for its broad sympathy with the marginalized
and the disadvantaged — the poor and the sick, the harassed and the
demon-possessed, widows and bereaved parents, women and children,
the social underworld of tax collectors and sinners, the Gentiles and even
the Samaritans. To all, in their different needs, salvation and wholeness
came through the ministry of Jesus, who came to proclaim ‘good news to
the poor’, and Luke took delight'in using their stories to illustrate the
dawning kingdom of God, in which the last will be first and the first last.”

— R.T. France
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[Inasmuch as ' many have undertaken to compile a narrative of the things
that have been accomplished among us, just as those who from the beginning
were eyewitnesses and ministers of the word have delivered them to us,
it seemed good to me also, having followed all things closely for some time
past, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, that you
may have certainty concerning the things you have been taught.

— Luke 1:1-4
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“Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, and be like men
who are waiting for their master to eome home from the wedding feast,
so that they may open the door to him at once when he comes and knocks.
Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes.
Truly, I'say to you, he will dress himself for service'and have them recline
at table, and he will come and serve them. If he comes in the second watch,
or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! But know
this, that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was
coming, he would not have left'his house to be broken into. You also must
be ready, for the Son of Man is'coming at an hour you do not expect.”

— vv 35-4(0 |
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and will cut him in piece§ nd put him with the unfaithful.
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And thﬂ"fﬁer}nt who kne&s | Ij’s‘wilibut‘ id not get ready or ag‘
according to his will, will receiv ‘ere beating. But the one wha;gid not
eating, will receive a light beating.

-kn'dw,, nd did what des%ve
' \

f.. 4 \.




4

“It is a.serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses,
to remember that the dullest most uninteresting person you talk to
may one day be a creature Whic:h, if you saw it now, you would be
strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a corruption such as
you now meet, if at all, only in a‘nightmare_. All day long we are, in some
degree helping each other to one dr‘:#e'athe‘r of these destinations.
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[t is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities,

it is with the awe

and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all of our
dealings with one another; all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics.
There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal.

Nations, cultures, arts, civilizations. These are mortal

, and their life is to

ours as the life of a gnat. But it is immortals whom we j

oke with, work with,

marry, snub, and exploit — immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.”

— C.S. Lewis, The Weight of Glory
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Then his mother and his bfé'ther&e to hi'm, but they could not reach
him because of the crowd. And he%’L ’ "ccald, “Your mother and your brothers
are standing outside, desiring to see you.” But he answered them, “My
mothers and my brothers are th ?Who hear the word of God and do it.”
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Do you think that I have come ﬁ\ve peace on earth? No, I tell you,
but rather division. For from now on in one house there will be
five divided, three against two and two against three. They will be
divided, father against son and §on against father, mother against
daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her
daughter-in-law and daught‘er-i.lizvy against mother-in-law.”
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He also said to the crowds, Whencstee a cloud rising in the west, you
say at once, ‘A shower is coming. ’ And so it happens. And when you see the
south wind blowing, you say, ‘There ’1111 be scorching heat, and it happens.

You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth
and sky, but why do you not knqw hgw to 1nterpret the present time?
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“And why do you not judge fo ‘}selves what is right? As you go
with your accuser before the' maglstrate 'make an effort to settle
with him on the way, lest he drag you to the ]udge and the judge
hand you over to the officer, and the officer put you in prison. I tell
you, you will never get out unt} (;R‘have pald the very last penny.”
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