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"The great proclamation ‘The Word became flesh and made His dwelling
: among us' (John 1:14) assures us that God has entered into human history
through the incarnation of the Son. The season of Advent, a season of
: waiting, is designed to cultivate our awareness of God's actions — past, -
present, and future... In Advent we heighten our anticipation for the ultimate
fulfillment of all Old Testament promises, when the wolf will lie down with :
the lamb, death will be swallowed up, and every tear will be wiped away. In
this way Advent highlights for us the larger story of God's redemptive plan.”
— The Worship Sourcebook
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"Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture!”
declares the LORD. Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel,
concerning the shepherds who care for my people: "You have scattered '
my flock and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them.
Behold, | will attend to you for your evil deeds, declares the LORD.
— wv 1-2
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"Thus says the LORD of hosts, Render true judgments,
show kindness and mercy to one another, do not oppress
the widow, the fatherless, the sojourner, or the poor,
and let none of you devise evil against another in your heart.”

— Zechariah 7:9-10
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Then | will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the countries

. where | have driven them, and | will bring them back to their

fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. | will set shepherds '

over them who will care for them, and they shall fear no more, nor
- be dismayed, neither shall any be missing, declares the LORD.
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"Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will raise up
for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah
: will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. And this is the name by which
: he will be called: 'The LORD is our righteousness.' Therefore, behold, =
the days are coming, declares the LORD, when they shall no longer say,

'‘As the LORD lives who brought up the people of Israel out of the land . |
of Egypt,’ but ‘As the LORD lives who brought up and led the offspring of
the house of Israel out of the north country and out of all the countries
where he had driven them.' Then they shall dwell in their own land.”
— vv 5-8
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