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And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after
town came to himghe said in a parable, “A sower went out te sow his
seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled
underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock,
and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had no moisture. And
some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew upwith it and choked it.
And some fell into good soil and. grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he
said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

— vv 4-8
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Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the
path are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away
the word from theighearts, so that they may notbelieve andbe saved.
And the ones onthe rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and
in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the thorns, they
are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the
cares and riches and pleasures.of life, and their fruit does not mature.
As for thatin the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.
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“People who put God’s word into action grow in Christ, and as a result, they
are able to learn more and more of his truth. For example, they begin to share
their faith, and as.theyshare their faith, they come to a clearer understanding

of the gospel. Or they begin to give their money to Christian work. The more

they give, the more they want to give, and eventually they learn that everything
they have belongs to the Lord, and is to be used for his glory. Knowledge

builds on knowledge, especially when spiritual knowledge is put into practice.
Knowing is by doing, and the more we do, the more we are able to know.

On the other hand, if we never do anything with what we know, then we never
grow in spiritual knowledge, because we really know only what we use.”
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“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord, and not do whatTtell'you? Everyone
who comes to me and hears my words.and doesthem;, T will show you
what heis like: he is like a man building a house, who dug deep and laid
the foundation on the rock. And when a flood arose; the stream broke
against that house and could not shake it, because it had been well built.
But the one who hears and does not do them is like a man who built
a house on the ground witheut a foundation. When the stream broke
against it, immediately it fell, and the ruin of that house was great.”

— Luke 6:46-49
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