


T O  S P E N D   
A N D  B E  S P E N T  

2 Corinthians 12:11-21



“Second Corinthians is a vivid, often painful portrayal of the courage, 
honest, and vulnerability of the apostle Paul. More so than in any of his 

other letters, in 2 Corinthians we hear his heart beat, we feel his passions, 
we are put in touch with his deepest fears and longings and loves. If one  

is looking for a paradigm of pastoral sensitivity and strength, of unyielding 
commitment to truth and purity together with compassion and profound 

concern for his converts, this is the place. Look no further.” 

— Sam Storms



I have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to  
have been commended by you. For I was not at all inferior  

to these super-apostles, even though I am nothing. 

— vs 11



For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an  
apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace  
of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. 

— 1 Corinthians 15:9-10



What do you  
have that  

you did not  
receive?  

If then you  
received it,  
why do you  

boast as  
if you did not  

receive it? 

— 1 Corinthians 4:7

Such is the confidence 
that we have through 

Christ toward God. Not 
that we are sufficient in 

ourselves to claim 
anything as coming from 
us, but our sufficiency is 
from God, who has made 

us sufficient to be 
ministers of a new 

covenant, not of the 
letter but of the Spirit. 

— 2 Corinthians 3:4-6



I have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to  
have been commended by you. For I was not at all inferior  

to these super-apostles, even though I am nothing. 

— vs 11



The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with 
utmost patience, with signs and wonders and mighty works. 

— vs 12



Are we beginning to commend 
ourselves again? Or do we need, 

as some do, letters of 
recommendation to you, or from 

you? You yourselves are our 
letter of recommendation, written 

on our hearts, to be known and 
read by all. And you show that 

you are a letter from Christ 
delivered by us, written not with 

ink but with the Spirit of the 
living God, not on tablets of stone 
but on tablets of human hearts. 

— 2 Corinthians 3:1-3

Am I not free? Am I not an 
apostle? Have I not seen 
Jesus our Lord? Are you 

not my workmanship in the 
Lord? If to others I am not 
an apostle, at least I am to 
you, for you are the seal of 
my apostleship in the Lord. 

— 1 Corinthians 9:1-2



For I will not venture to speak of anything except what Christ has 
accomplished through me to bring the Gentiles to obedience — by 

word and deed, by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of 
the Spirit of God — so that from Jerusalem and all the way around to 

Illyricum I have fulfilled the ministry of the gospel of Christ. 

— Romans 15:18-19



The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with 
utmost patience, with signs and wonders and mighty works. 

— vs 12



For in what were you less favored than the rest of the churches, 
except that I myself did not burden you? Forgive me this wrong! 

— vs 13



Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not  
be a burden, for I seek not what is yours but you. For children are not 
obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.  

I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you more, 
am I to be loved less? But granting that I myself did not burden you,  
I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by deceit. Did I take 

advantage of you through any of those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus 
to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? 

Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same steps? 

— vv 14-18



For I feel a divine jealousy for you, since I betrothed you to one 
husband, to present you as a pure virgin to Christ. But I am afraid  

that as the serpent deceived Eve by his cunning, your thoughts  
will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

— 2 Corinthians 11:2-3



Here for the third time I am ready to come to you. And I will not  
be a burden, for I seek not what is yours but you. For children are not 
obligated to save up for their parents, but parents for their children.  

I will most gladly spend and be spent for your souls. If I love you more, 
am I to be loved less? But granting that I myself did not burden you,  
I was crafty, you say, and got the better of you by deceit. Did I take 

advantage of you through any of those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus 
to go, and sent the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of you? 

Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not take the same steps? 

— vv 14-18



For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor,  

so that you by his poverty might become rich. 

— 2 Corinthians 8:9



Have you been thinking all along that we have been defending 
ourselves to you? It is in the sight of God that we have been speaking  
in Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved. For I fear that perhaps 

when I come I may find you not as I wish, and that you may find me not 
as you wish — that perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, 

hostility, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. I fear that when I come 
again my God may humble me before you, and I may have to mourn  
over many of those who sinned earlier and have not repented of the 
impurity, sexual immorality, and sensuality that they have practiced. 

— vv 19-21



For this reason I write these things while I am away from you, that 
when I come I may not have to be severe in my use of the authority 
that the Lord has given me for building up and not for tearing down. 

— 2 Corinthians 13:10



“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will be 
wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure of keeping it intact 
you must give it to no one, not even an animal. Wrap it carefully round  

with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements. Lock it up safe  
in the casket or coffin of your selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, 

motionless, airless, it will change. It will not be broken; it will become 
unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.” 

— C.S. Lewis



“Love the church, serve her, spend and be spent, seek souls, and  
your heart will know an index of fears unknown to the uncommitted heart. 

But you will also know joys that are unknown to the self-serving.” 

— Kent Hughes




